
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
March 22, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
March 22, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Jamie LeBlanc, WTP Superintendent; Kathy White, 
Human Resource Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP Clerk, Deputy Auditor; Vanessa Dales, 
Treasurer; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  
Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Terri Cook, Dale Ragan, Mount Vernon City 
Councilman, Robert Pittis, Curt Tronsdal, District Employees:  including Larry Saunders, 
Krista Lewis. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for March 22, 2016: 
a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 03/08/16 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2666 - Voucher Nos. 5769-5810 ($158,859.92) 03/15/16 

The motion passed. 

Community Relations Manager Tate filled in for Interim General Manager Sidhu who 
was absent. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, CR Manager Tate reported the following: 

• North Star went live on Monday and all is going well, including online payment 
and his staff is no longer using the AS400 system.  CR Manager Tate commended 
Customer Service Supervisor Olin and Network Support Technician Hills for their 
efforts with Customer Service regarding going live with North Star. 

• Jefferson School will be taking a field trip to the WTP tomorrow.   
Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 

• District crews continue to work on the second pipe replacement project, Ball 
Road from Ovenell Road, south.  This project will replace 1,600 lineal feet of 12-
inch DI pipe with 12-inch HDPE.  To date the crews have replaced 2,500 lineal 
feet of pipe.  Next week crews will be continuing with the pipe replacement 
program. 

• Trico Companies has completed the Mann Road LUD No. 31 project.  District 
staff is working with the contractor to close out the project.  The project replaced 
2,300 lineal feet of pipe.  Commissioner Robertson stated he had received an 
email from the Robblee’s, who were ecstatic at how fast and clean the job was 
done; Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied that Trico did a good job. 

• Shoreline Construction was awarded the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby 
Road Pipeline Phase-I project.  Presently the contractor is removing the 1-million 
gallon tank at the corner of E. Division and Digby Road.  This project is partially 
funded through a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund loan.   

• The District has reviewed the 100% plans and specifications for the Division 
Street Tank and Booster Pump Project and received comments from the City of 
Mount Vernon.  The Department of Health has already approved the plans.  It is 
anticipated that this project will advertise for bids on March 30.  The 
advertisement period is planned to run four weeks and bids will be received and 
opened on April 29.  

• Staff has been working on a backflow incident on 13th Street and the hospital has 
completed work to reduce risk.  Staff will be working on a draft policy over the 
course of this year as the District has relied on the State’s policy in the past and 



hopes to have its own cross connection policy in place. Commissioner Robertson 
asked if the District has had a history of backflow problems; Assistant 
Engineering Manager Handzlik replied no, the District has been pretty dedicated. 

• In Operations Manager Fox’s absence, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik 
reported that the fountains in front of the District complex are on; the WTP had 
been taking water from Gilligan and Mundt Creeks, but have stopped now; a 
contract has been signed with a diving company for inspection of five tanks which 
have been scheduled; and praise from the Crew for the job being done by Wes 
Stene as the Mechanic. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported that a good meeting was held with Cayenta who assigned a 
Project Manager and discussed the project team, met with Senior Accountant Saxton who 
has a list of task assignments, and will have a meeting with CityWorks on March 30 to 
prioritize with Cayenta.  There are lots of pieces and tasks that need to be completed.  
Commissioner Cook asked about a timeline; IT Manager Chrysler replied that he will 
meet with Senior Accountant Saxton early next week and discuss projected timelines. 

WTP Superintendent LeBlanc reported that two new WTP Operators have been hired to 
fill open positions; David Lewis (Level 2) from Seattle and Rob Sager (Level 3) who is 
local.  Commissioner Littlefield asked how many operators are required; WTP 
Superintendent LeBlanc replied four positions are required by DOH. 

Human Resource Manager White reported  

• First aid training required for all managers and supervisors is underway and the 
training has been offered to all employees.  A new first aid instructor is 
conducting the training this year, as PURMS used to provide the service, but are 
no longer the District’s risk insurer.   

• Prothman has completed a preliminary profile for the GM position which the 
District is reviewing. 

• The Construction Crew and Distribution Operators have indicated how much they 
enjoy working with Mechanic Stene, who is a good fit for the position. 

• Had hoped to have an Auditor appointment recommendation; however, staff got 
to the second interviews and just could not agree with a hiring recommendation.  
Staff will be going back and reviewing the applications to see if anything was 
missed.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the District will advertise again; HR 
Manager White replied probably.  Commissioner Cook commented that it has 
been four months and believes the Commission should be interviewing the 
candidates as financials are way behind; HR Manager White replied that 
according to the Governance Policy it is not the Commission’s roll to interview 
and hire, but may interview the recommended individual prior to appointment by 
resolution.  Commissioner Robertson stated he would rather be sure the right 
person is hired rather than rushing the process.  

Treasurer Dales reported the following: 

• That letters are being prepared for the current delinquent LUD accounts that have 
not been paid.   

• Sent notification regarding the Enduris Board meeting in Spokane and asked if 
Commissioner Littlefield would be attending; Commissioner Littlefield replied he 
would not be traveling to Spokane for the meeting.   

• The City of Anacortes has notified the District that their rates are changing on 
April 1 from $100/month to $8,750/month.  In May of 2015 the District’s fixed 
operating rate went down, as the City did not want to continue with the annual 
true-up.  This cost increase will be $44,000 above what was anticipated for the 
budget. 

• Working with Interim Manager Sidhu on resolutions for bonds and credit cards. 

Under Old Business, discussion concerning filming/recording of meetings was placed on 
the agenda at Commissioner Cook’s request.  IT Manager Chrysler stated that he was 
very busy with the North Star go live this week and was not able to put together any 
information.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that had figures in the past, as this has been 



discussed before.  Commissioner Robertson indicated that IT has a big job with the 
computer system upgrade and he believes the camera issue is not as important as getting 
the computer system up and running.  Commissioner Cook reported on price quotes he 
obtained from a firm in Bellingham for recording and filming meetings with their own 
equipment and placing it on the District’s website.  Attorney Gilbert stated that the 
Commission needs to decide what information they want on either recording or filming, 
but there is no legal requirement for either.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects 
of the process, including filming, recording, maintaining audio and video records, and 
whether or not there are any funds budgeted.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that if the 
item is to be discussed he would like to know the costs involved, including equipment 
and operators.  Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik stated that a presentation will be 
put together for an upcoming meeting. 

Under New Business, WTP Superintendent LeBlanc stated that Clerk of the Board 
Carpenter placed copies of the Department of Health’s newsletter, H2Ops, in Commission 
notebooks.  He stated that in 1989 and later more stringent treatment rules were 
developed and the District has been meeting or exceeding those goals for 15 years.  The 
District has received the Treatment Optimization (TOP) Gold Award and DOH would 
like to present the award to the Commission at the WTP on April 5.  WTP Superintendent 
requested holding the regular Commission meeting at the WTP on April 5; the 
Commission unanimously agreed.   

Under New Business, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik presented a request for 
water service in Whatcom County, outside of the LUD boundary.  Assistant Engineering 
Manager Handzlik presented the background information regarding the request, including 
the location, size of property to be served, well limitation due to landfill, options for 
service, attempts to make contact with Whatcom Water District, serious water issues in 
Whatcom County, Commissioner preference to work with Whatcom PUD, limitations of 
the Alger System, the previous stance by the Commission to serve Skagit County first 
and a requirement for requests from Lake Samish resident to complete a waterline from 
Bow Hill to connect to the Judy System. 

Under Miscellaneous, CR Manager Tate stated that the Commission has copies of an 
article from the Skagit Valley Herald regarding the tank replacement project. 

Under Audience Comments, Dale Ragan asked what the District’s fiscal year is; 
Commissioner Robertson replied January to December.  Mr. Ragan asked how the 
Commission is apprised of the District’s financial situation; Commissioner Littlefield 
requested that Treasurer Dales respond.  Treasurer Dales stated that a Treasurer’s Report 
is given each month and a budget update is presented quarterly.  Commissioner Cook 
asked when the last Treasurer’s Report was given; Treasurer Dales replied November.  
Mr. Ragan questioned that no financial reports had been given in 2016.  Treasurer Dales 
stated that the end of the year 2015 is not usually closed out until May.  Mr. Ragan stated 
it must be hard to know what the financial situation is for the District without any reports.   

Robert Pittis stated he bought a house in Sedro-Woolley and while getting the utilities in 
order discovered that the water meter from the previous owner had been removed as they 
had been stealing water.  He stated that the meter was put back in when they bought the 
home, but asked why they are being charged for someone else’s mistake.  Assistant 
Engineering Manager Handzlik stated that the house is off State Street in Sedro-Woolley 
where pipe replacement and new meters were installed and in October of 2014 problems 
ensued with the homeowner and the District severed the line between the main and the 
meter box so the previous owner could not steal water.  District policy says if a service is 
unusable it will need to be reconnected on a time and materials basis not exceeding a 
Type I Service cost of $3,700.  He stated that the actual bill is for $1,791 for reconnecting 
the service.  Commissioner Cook stated he spoke with the owner who purchased the 
home from HUD and was not told that the water service was not in place and did not feel 
the cost was fair.  Commissioner Robertson indicated that he is not surprised that HUD 
did not reveal the missing water service.  Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik stated 
that the time and materials cost for reconnection of the service was just under $1,800 and 
his job is to apply the Water Policy of the District.  Commissioner Robertson stated he 
did not believe this property owner should be penalized for a situation created by the 
previous owner and is not opposed to coming up with an equitable solution.  



Commissioner Littlefield suggested $791 and Commissioners Cook and Robertson 
agreed.  Mr. Pittis asked if he could work out a couple of payments and the Commission 
referred him to CR Manager Tate to work out the details. 

Curt Tronsdal asked about the bulk water fill stations, as he was going to need water in a 
couple of weeks, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied that the fill stations are 
installed, tested, operable and staff is working on a the policy for prepaid cards and credit 
cards prior to turning on the stations.  CR Manager Tate stated that training needs to take 
place for Customer Service staff regarding the cards and applications. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook commented on Interim Manager 
Sidhu’s memo regarding designations of staff to act in his absence and asked if he had 
contacted Commissioner Littlefield; Commissioner Littlefield replied yes, Interim 
Manager Sidhu had called him.  Commissioner Cook indicated the designations are 
forever; Attorney Gilbert replied that the designations are not forever, and can be 
changed.  

Commissioner Littlefield reported on his attendance at WA PUD Association meetings in 
Olympia last week and commented that lead poisoning was discussed and asked if the 
District tests for lead; IT Manager Chrysler replied that he is one of several customers 
that supply a water sample to District Water Quality Program Facilitator Holmstrom for 
lead and copper testing every year.  Commissioner Robertson stated that lead has been a 
big issue across the country and testing shows that the District’s water is below the 
contaminant levels, but he is concerned about how many homes in Skagit County have 
pipes with lead solder.  IT Manager Chrysler stated that Water Quality Program 
Facilitator Holmstrom says the hardest part about the lead and copper testing program is 
getting volunteers to participate.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that it was suggested 
that testing be done at schools.  Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik stated that the 
District has a small program.  CR Manager Tate stated that requests for testing volunteers 
have been published in the District’s newsletter.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that 
disgruntled customer programs were also a topic and discussion ensued regarding District 
security measures across its facilities.  WTP Superintendent LeBlanc indicated that 
additional safety issues for the WTP are being worked on this year. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of March 22, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:23 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 
 


